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Week Ending Friday, February 24, 1989 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Secretary of State James A. Baker’s 
Meetings With Members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 


February 18, 1989 


The President today, at Camp David, re- 
ceived a report by telephone from Secre- 
tary of State James A. Baker III on the Sec- 
retary’s recent trip to NATO capitals. The 
President will receive a personal report 
from Secretary Baker at Camp David on 
Sunday. 

President Bush asked Secretary Baker to 
undertake this mission in order to empha- 
size that the North Atlantic alliance is cen- 
tral to our foreign and security interests. 
European leaders, in turn, told the Secre- 
tary that their countries are firmly commit- 
ted to the alliance as the key to the conti- 
nent’s past and future security. 

The President reviewed at length with 
the Secretary a variety of issues that had 
been discussed with the allies, including the 
generally shared view that East-West rela- 
tions are now clearly proceeding on the 
basis of the West’s agenda. The President 
expressed his conviction that NATO unity is 
strong and his confidence that the allies will 
move together in addressing the major 
questions of international stability. In par- 
ticular, the President noted that he looks 
forward to meeting with his allied counter- 
parts at an early date to further advance 
the Western strategy to promote world 
peace and security. At the close of the Sec- 
retary’s report, the President expressed ap- 
preciation to him for undertaking this very 
important but arduous trip and compli- 
mented him on his effective demonstration 
to our allies of the high value we place on a 
closer, cooperative relationship. 


Executive Order 12669—Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean States 


February 20, 1989 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America, including Sec- 
tion 1 of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288) and Public 
Law 100-362; 102 Stat. 819, July 6, 1988, it 
is hereby ordered that the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States is designated as a 
public international organization entitled to 
enjoy the privileges, exemptions, and im- 
munities conferred by the International Or- 
ganizations Immunities Act. 

This Order is not intended to abridge in 
any respect the privileges, exemptions, or 
immunities that the Organization of East- 
ern Caribbean States may have acquired or 
may acquire by international agreements or 
by congressional action. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 20, 1989. 


(Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:34 p.m., February 21, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 
by a 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters 


February 21, 1989 


Congressman Bill Grant of Florida 


The President. With me is Congressman 
Bill Grant, from the second district of Flori- 
da, and his wife; new chairman of the Re- 
publican Party in the State of Florida, my 
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old friend, Van Poole; and our chairman of 
the national committee, Lee Atwater. And I 
just wanted to bring Congressman Grant in 
here to say how pleased I am that he is 
switching over to become a Republican. 
Florida is on the move. The Nation, I think, 
benefits from this. And Bill can answer any 
questions. He has a short statement. But 
this is good news for our party not only in 
Florida, not only in the South but national- 
ly. And I welcome him to the party. 

The way it will work is: I’ve asked him to 
say a few words, and then I’m going to step 
back in and take a couple of questions and 
then turn it over to Bill for follow-on. And 
Lee Atwater will be with him. 

Congressman Grant, welcome. 

Congressman Grant. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. I'm pleased you’re here 
under these circumstances, too. 

Congressman Grant. Thank you very 
much. 

Well, I’m here this morning to announce 
that I intend to reregister as a Republican 
in my hometown of Madison, Florida, this 
afternoon. After a period of prolonged and 
careful deliberation, I’ve determined that I 
can better represent the values and the pri- 
orities of north Floridians in the State of 
Florida as a Republican. 

Please understand, I’ve been a Democrat 
all of my adult life. And I want the people 
who’ve sent me to the Congress to under- 
stand that my actions are not going to 
change me as a person. It will not change 
my heritage. This action is not going to 
change my values nor will it change the 
way that I vote. I’m registering as a Repub- 
lican because I can best serve the people of 
Florida’s second congressional district in a 
working partnership with this President, 
with this administration, and with this Re- 
publican Party. I’ve been assured by Presi- 
dent Bush that he will work closely and 
cooperatively with me to ensure that the 
force of his administration is brought to 
bear to improve the lives of the people that 
I represent. 

I’m reregistering as a Republican because 
I share this party’s commitment for inclu- 
sion for all of the American people. I’m 
reregistering as a Republican because I 
share the values for which the party stands. 
Those values include a commitment to a 
strong national defense, where we're as- 
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sured that our friends love us and our en- 
emies fear us; a commitment to fair and 


equal opportunity for all of the citizens of 
our land; and an unswerving commitment 
to fighting the crime and drug abuse that 
plague our society. I believe that these 
values are shared by the people that I rep- 
resent, and I am convinced that I can best 
serve them as a Republican. And I’m proud 
to make this announcement today. Thank 
you. 

The President. Now, I'll be glad to take a 
couple of questions. As you know, we’re 
leaving on this trip tomorrow, and there 
may be some on that, which I doubt. 
[Laughter] 


Salman Rushdie’s “The Satanic Verses” 


Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to 
Iran’s death threat against the British 
author Salman Rushdie? And do you think 
that the British allies—or that the Western 
allies should impose economic sanctions 
against Iran in retaliation? 

The President. Well, I strongly support 
the EC-12 declaration in response to the 
Iranian threats against Rushdie. However 
offensive that book may be, inciting murder 
and offering rewards for its perpetration 
are deeply offensive to the norm of civil- 
ized behavior. And our position on terror- 
ism is well-known. In the light of Iran’s in- 
citement, should any action be taken 
against American interests, the Government 
of Iran can expect to be held accountable. 
And so, that is my view on it, and I think 
the EC-12 did the right thing. 


Q. How about the economic sanctions 
part of it? 

The President. They will be discussing 
that, I’m sure, but I don’t know where we 
go from there. As you know, we have cer- 
tain economic sanctions. I know I'll be talk- 
ing to [French] President Mitterrand, and I 
expect this subject will come up, and 
maybe others. I’m not sure exactly of the 
bilaterals we’re having, but it'll be a 
matter— 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International], and then we'll start moving 
around, trying to get to the back of the 
room. 

Q. Yes. 
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U.S. Foreign Policy 


Q. Basically, in a way, a question about 
your trip: There is a widespread perception 
that you don’t have a foreign policy, that 
you have permitted the Russians to move 
into the vacuum in the Middle East—you 
were surprised on Central America—that 
your go-slow attitude really says: Let the 
Russians grab the ball. 

The President. Well, I’ve never heard 
such outrageous hypothesis. [Laughter] The 
fact that the Soviets—you fail to point out 
that the Soviets moved out of Afghanistan; 
some good things happening. I don’t worry 
about a trip by Mr. Shevardnadze to the 
Middle East. I have no worry about that. 

Q. That was pre-Bush. 

The President. No, it happened just this 
week, and they’re out of there. I don’t 
worry about that. And we have a foreign 
policy. We are reviewing appropriately 
East-West relations, the way we look at 
South America. But this doesn’t trouble me 
one bit. We’ve established and are following 
on with certain principles that are out 
there. And I think that [Secretary of State] 
Jim Baker, when he came back, made very 
clear that the NATO alliance still looks to 
the United States. I'll have an opportunity 
to discuss a lot of things as we go on this 
particular trip. So, I simply don’t agree with 
that. I really hadn’t ever heard such a nega- 
tive approach to foreign policy. 

Q. Well, what is your Middle East policy? 

The President. Middle East policy is to 
encourage discussions between King Hus- 
sein and the Israelis and to buiid on the 
progress that has been made already. I’ve 
already said that I think it was very useful— 
the changes that the PLO [Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization] advocated. Now we want 
to see that there’s some follow-on there. 

So, the policy is set. I campaigned on 
what the policy is, and I think it’s quite 
clear. The question is what specific steps we 
take next. And I don’t want to be rushing 
out because Mr. Shevardnadze went to the 
Middle East. I’d like for the first step we 
take of that nature, to be a prudent step. 
So, the principles are there, and I think 
we’re—you know, we’ve got to now flesh 
that out and figure out what we do specifi- 
cally. 


Secretary of Defense-Designate John Tower 

Q. Mr. President, the FBI’s final, or pre- 
sumably final, report on Senator Tower is 
now in. You are reported to have read some 
of it. The Senate Committee has it. I would 
like to know what you got from it, and also 
whether you have any reason to believe 
that the Senate will go forward—any reason 
from private conversations with members 
of the Armed Services Committee—will go 
forward with a favorable vote on this nomi- 
nation? 


The President. What I got from it—and I 
reviewed some of the parts that related to 
some of the allegations against Tower— 
what I got from it was that there has been a 
very unfair treatment of this man by rumor 
and innuendo, over and over again, rumors 
surfacing with no facts to back them up. 
And I saw this as a reaffirmation of what I 
felt all along, and that is that John Tower is 
qualified to be Secretary of Defense. He 
will be a good Secretary of Defense, al- 
though the report didn’t answer that. But 
the allegations against him that have been 
hanging over this simply have been gunned 
down in terms of fact. And so, that’s posi- 
tive. And I had had a little preview. So, 
when I held my thumbs up, I was glad to 
get that report, and I hope that the Senate 
will move forthrightly on this nomination. 
And I don’t know, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News], where it stands. I had some of the 
leaders down this morning, but the only 
one I got to talk to on this was Bob Dole. 
And I'd like to see it go forward, obviously. 


Q. If I might follow up—— 


The President. I’ve never waivered in my 
support for John Tower. 

Q. If I could follow up, sir: There is a 
report in the Wall Street Journal this morn- 
ing that Senator Tower promoted a Federal 
judgeship for the son of a man with whom 
he had done business to his own personal 
benefit. And I was wondering if that was 
news to you, sir, or did it trouble you in any 
way? 

The President. 1 never heard such a 
report. And you know, one thing after an- 
other, and you're telling me something I 
don’t know anything about. 





Feb. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


State Representative David Duke 


Q. Mr. President, does this announce- 
ment by Congressman Grant this morning 
overcome the embarrassment to the party 
of the election Saturday of David Duke, a 
former member of the Ku Klux Klan? You 
came out for his opponent in the election; 
so did former President Reagan. What does 
the party do next about David Duke? 

The President. Well, I'll leave that to Lee; 
but I strongly support what our National 
Chairman, Lee Atwater, has said in this 
matter. And maybe there was some feeling 
in Metairie, Louisiana, that the President of 
the United States involving himself in a 
State legislative election was improper or 
overkill. I’ve read that, and I can’t deny 
that. But what I can affirm is: I did what I 
did because of principle, and Lee has done 
what he’s done because of principle. And 
this man—his record is one of racism and 
bigotry—and I’m sorry, I just felt I had to 
speak out. But whether it helped or hurt, I 
don’t know. 


Strategic Defense Initiative 


Q. Mr. President, you said during your 
speech to the Joint Session of Congress that 
your support to the Strategic Defense Initi- 
ative was unqualified; but the Office of 
Management and Budget Director, Richard 
Darman, when he briefed on your budget, 
said that it was conditional on the outcome 
of this 90-day review that’s coming up. Is it 
or is it not conditional, and would you rule 
out curtailing the program to an accidental 
launch protection? 

The President. \’'m not ruling anything in 
or out. I have stated my support for the 
principle of SDI. I have not favored what 
some would call premature deployment, 
but on the other hand, I will be very inter- 
ested in seeing what this overall review 
comes up with. And I’m not going to close 
any doors or open any in regards to this or 
any other systems. We’re going to have to 
make some tough choices on defense; I’m 
aware of that. And so, let’s wait and see 
what the review produces. 


Secretary of Defense-Designate John Tower 


Q. Mr. President, back on John Tower, if 
we could. You said that the process has 
been unfair. And I'd like to ask you specifi- 
cally about Sam Nunn, who some people 
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say will now run defense policy because 
John Tower has been so weakened and 
damaged by this drip, drip, drip of allega- 
tions. 

The President. 1 think Sam Nunn would 
be the first to deny that. I think he’s been 
fair and have so stated before. 

Q. So, who’s been unfair? 

The President. The rumors. And he’s not 
been promulgating a lot of endless rumors 
that prove to have no basis in fact—none. 
So, he’s done—but the idea that he will run 
defense policy—I think he’d be the first to 
say that’s not true. He will be a key player 
in it, and I hope that he’ll be able to sup- 
port Senator Tower. 

Q. Is Senator Tower damaged in his abili- 
ty to speak out for the Pentagon now that 
he’s had such a lengthy process? 

The President. No. Anybody that’s been 
through this ordeal will be stronger, not 
weaker. 

Q. But Senator Nunn is concerned about 
these reports of Senator Tower’s drinking 
problems. The FBI report acknowledges 
that the Senator apparently did have a 
drinking problem in the 1970’s. Do you 
think he’s overly concerned? And why are 
you so convinced that this won’t present a 
problem? 

The President. Because I know Senator 
Tower. I’ve talked to a lot of people that 
have worked with Senator Tower. I’ve seen 
the report on Senator Tower. And I see 
nothing in there that would make me, if I 
were a Senator, vote against Senator Tower. 
Now, Senator Nunn, he’s got to reach his 
own conclusions, and I think he’s been fair. 
And I think he is approaching it in a very 
professional manner, but I hope he reaches 
the same conclusion that I’ve reached. 


Urban Violence 


Q. Mr. President, Washington, DC, and 
other big cities have been besieged with 
violence lately. Do you see any role at all 
that the Federal Government can play to 
help in that areaP 

The President. Well, I hope so. But cer- 
tainly in Washington we have a responsibil- 
ity. It’s a federal city, and a lot of the funds 
obviously come from the Federal Govern- 
ment. But there isn’t any easy answer to 
that. And yet I campaigned strongly on en- 
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forcing existing law, on being tough on 
criminals, on more prison space; and I think 
that those things all will be caught up in 
our new antidrug effort that I’m looking to 
Bill Bennett [Director-designate of National 
Drug Control Policy] to lead. And so, it’s a 
complicated problem, where everybody in 
the country has a stake in it. Everybody 
should be trying to do something about it. 
And, yes, I think the Federal Government 
has a role in that. 

Q. If I may follow: Is there any Federal 
money for itP Is this something that you 
really do not have the resources to attack 
on the Federal level? 

The President. Yes, there will be Federal 
money, and I wish we had more. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. How far do we go to be 
democratic here? No, that’s too far. Here. 
[Laughter] 


The Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve said in answer to 
Helen’s question that you wanted your first 
step in the Middle East to be prudent. 
What do you mean by a prudent step? 
What do you have in mind? 

The President. What I have in mind is: I 
don’t want to just send somebody charging 
off on a mission to counter Mr. Shevard- 
nadze’s trip to see Mubarak and others. 
Let’s do something that’s going to hopefully 
have results. And I’m not saying we have to 
know that a trip by the Secretary or instruc- 
tions to an ambassador are going to result in 
a settled policy. Everything’s settled in the 
Middle East, but I don’t want to be stam- 
peded by the fact that the Soviet Foreign 
Minister takes a trip to the Middle East. So, 
in my view, that’s a good thing. 

Q. What role do you think Mr. Shevard- 
nadze and the Soviets could and should be 
playing? 

The President. | think it should be a limit- 
ed role, and I think that’s what it’s going to 
be. And that’s exactly the way it should be, 
and I think the people in the Middle East 
feel that way. But the fact that he goes 
there really shouldn’t be bad. 


West Germany and the NATO Alliance 


Q. Mr. President, if the West Germans 
refuse to modernize short-range weapons, 
will that hurt the alliance in the long run 


and perhaps result in the denuclearization 
of Europe? 

The President. Too hypothetical a ques- 
tion, Gerry [Gerry Watson, Chicago Sun- 
Times] for me to answer. 

Q. Mr. President, I'll ask you a Japan 
question. 

The President. Shoot. 

Foreign Economic Influence 

Q. With the summit starting tomorrow, 
how do you reassure those Americans who 
are afraid of Japanese economic power, who 
think they are buying and are owning too 
much of the United States economy? 

The President. 1 tell them that the Japa- 
nese are the third largest holder of invest- 
ment in the United States, behind the U.K. 
and the Netherlands. I tell them that it is 
important if we believe in open markets 
that people be allowed to invest here, just 
as I’d like to see more openness for Ameri- 
can investors in other countries. I tell them 
that we have to do a better job in knocking 
down barriers to American products in the 
various markets. I tell them, Don’t get so 
concerned over foreign ownership that you 
undermine the securities markets in this 
country. We have horrendous deficits, and 
foreign capital joins domestic capital in fi- 
nancing those deficits. I also tell them I 
have a responsibility as President in terms 
of our technology, in terms of our national 
security, and I intend to exercise that re- 
sponsibility. 

Secretary of Defense-Designate John Tower 

Q. Yes, Mr. President, I think what con- 
cerns some people about Senator Tower is 
the fact that he has admitted that he had a 
drinking problem in the seventies, and he 
hasn’t really had any kind of treatment pro- 
gram or been enrolled in any kind of treat- 
ment program. What do you say to people 
about the potential of a relapse? 

The President. 1 say that there is no evi- 
dence of any kind of the disease alcoholism. 
None. None whatsoever. And that would be 
something that your question is addressed 
to. And I’d say that I looked at the reports 
with this in mind, and I didn’t listen to 
rumors; I didn’t listen to mindless allega- 
tions. I was fair enough to look at the facts. 
And I’ve known Senator Tower and known 
him professionally and known him as a 
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friend, and I do not think that these 
charges that are tried and then shot down 
and then tried again and then shot down 
again have helped the process. And so, I am 
not about to make a judgment on some 
rumor or some innuendo. And we’ve looked 
at the facts, and I think the report speaks to 
the fact that a lot of the charges—most— 
well, I’d say all of these charges that we’ve 
read about have been rumor, and a lot of it 
vicious rumor. And, so, I am convinced that 
he is not only capable of doing this job but 
will do it in an outstanding way. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

Q. Can I follow up on that? 

The President. How many more we got? 

Mr. Fitzwater. One more. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

Q. Question. 

The President. Who is that voice I hear in 
the back? [Laughter] Could it be Sarah 
McClendon? [Laughter] 

Q. In the back—— 

Q. Yes, sir. 

The President. Sorry. It’s a democracy. 


Gun Control 


Q. Mr. President, I want to ask you about 
gun control. All over the country—— 

The President. Oh. [Laughter] 

Q. ——the parents and the people—now 
don’t leave me, don’t leave me. [Laughter] 

The President. Sarah. 


Q. All over the country, the parents now 
are going to city hall about this. Cleveland 
has just had a vote. Polls are being taken. 
Mothers are up in arms about this. Some- 
thing is going to have to be done about 
stopping guns. And you say you’re for them. 

The President. For what? 


Q. You said the other day that you were 
not going to stop—be for the ban on gun 
control. 

The President. I'd like to find some way 
to do something about these automated 
weapons. I’d like to see some way to en- 
force the laws that are already on the books 
about automated AK-47’s coming into this 
country. And I’d like to find a way to be 
supportive of the police who are out there 
on the line all the time. And maybe there is 
some answer to it, but I also want to be the 
President that protects the rights of people 
to have arms. And that—— 
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Q. So, you don’t want—— 

The President. ——so you don’t go so far 
that the legitimate rights on some legisla- 
tion are impinged on—— 

Q. Sir, that’s what we said last year, but 
now—— 

The President. But, Sarah, look at the 
laws on gun control and you'll find where 
some of the most stringent gun control laws 
exist, that weapons are procured there and 
weapons are used there. So, you're not 
going to get me to do anything other than 
to say, Look, I’m very concerned about this. 
I'd like to find a way to do something about 
this; and we’re going to take a hard look to 
see what we can do about it, if anything, 
that would be helpful. But whenever there 
is a crime involving a firearm, there are 
various groups—some of them quite persua- 
sive in their logic—that think you can ban 
certain kinds of guns. And I am not in that 
mode. I am in the mode of being deeply 
concerned and would like to be a part of 
finding a national answer to this problem. 


Now we’ve got time for one more, right 
in the middle. You two fight about it. 


Salman Rushdie’s “The Satanic Verses” 


Q. Speaking of rights, I want to ask you if 
it disturbs you at all that American booksell- 
ers were intimidated into taking Mr. Rush- 
die’s book off the shelves and if you've 
given any thought to some sort of Federal 
protection to help them defend the —— 


The President. The answer is: Yes. And 
Federal protection would be to enforce the 
laws that exist against people doing vio- 
lence. And of course, I’m concerned about 
that. Who wouldn’t be? 

Owen [Owen Ullman, Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers] gets to follow up, and then 
I’m leaving. 

Q. Follow up on that. 

The President. 1 know there’s an over- 
whelming—Owen has got the last question, 
and I got the last word. [Laughter] Just a 
second—sorry. 

Q. You’ve been asked about Iran. My fol- 
lowup will be on the budget. 

The President. Get out of there. [Laugh- 
ter] You may ruin it for everybody, because 
what we’re going to do then is stay with 
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one question. I’m thinking very hard about 
this, and I know that there’s—no? 


Q. No. 
The President. Go ahead. [Laughter] 


Q. Do you plan to take any unilateral 
action toward Iran because of these death 
threats? Since Karen [Karen Hoestler, Balti- 
more Sun] mentioned American booksellers 
have had to already—as a precaution they 
claim—to remove books from their shelves, 
there is an American connection. And 
you’ve also been slow to speak out on about 
that. 


The President. Our Secretary of State 
spoke out on my behalf the other day. 
We’re speaking out here today. My view is 
that we are an open society. None of us like 
everything that’s written, but certainly 
people should have protection of the law if 
they decide to go ahead and sell a book of 
this nature. That’s the answer I’d give to it. 

And as to the Iran factor, I’ve just laid 
down how I feel in terms of this case: the 
Imam _ [Ayatollah Khomeini] exhorting 
people to go out and commit murder. 

Q. Where’s Sununu [Chief of Staff to the 
President]? 

Q. Mr. President, about the budget—— 

Q. Mr. President, Alan Greenspan [Chair- 
man of the Board of Governors of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System] has just testified on 
the Hill that he’s going to tighten credit. 
President Bush, Alan Greenspan has just 
testified on the Hill that he’s going to tight- 
en credit. 

The President. I’ve got to go. Thank you 
all. 


Chief of Staff to the President 


Q. Where’s Sununu? 

The President. Has an important meeting 
with an important element of the Washing- 
ton press, Jerry [Gerald Boyd, New York 
Times]. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. 
Marlin Fitzwater is the President’s Press 
Secretary. 


Proclamation 5937—American Heart 
Month, 1989 


February 21, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Twenty-five years ago, the Government 
of the United States of America proclaimed 
its cooperative support of the fight against 
the Nation’s leading killer—heart disease. 
This year, as in each year since, that sup- 
port continues. 

Diseases of the heart and blood vessels 
will claim the lives of nearly one million 
Americans this year. About one-half of all 
deaths each year are attributed to cardio- 
vascular diseases—almost as many deaths as 
cancer, accidents, respiratory diseases, 
AIDS, and all other causes of death com- 
bined. 

Nearly 66 million of our citizens, more 
than one-fourth of our population, suffer 
from some form of cardiovascular disease. 
High blood pressure alone threatens the 
lives of more than 60 million Americans age 
6 and older. Heart disease strikes regardless 
of age, race, or sex. Its toll in human suffer- 
ing is incalculable. 

The American Heart Association, a not- 
for-profit volunteer health agency, esti- 
mates the economic cost of cardiovascular 
diseases in 1989 will be more than $88 bil- 
lion in lost productivity and medical ex- 
penses. Each year, cardiovascular diseases 
account for more than 2 million years of 
potential life lost, based on a life span of 65 
years. 

But we are making progress. The Ameri- 
can Heart Association and the Federal Gov- 
ernment, through the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute, have been working to- 
gether since 1948 to find better ways to 
prevent cardiovascular diseases and stroke 
and inform the public and educate the 
medical community about the most effec- 
tive techniques to treat these diseases. Most 
recently, the National Cholesterol Educa- 
tion Program was instituted to educate con- 
sumers about the dangers of high cholester- 
ol levels. At the center of the National Cho- 
lesterol Education Program is its coordinat- 
ing committee of over 20 member organi- 
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zations representing major medical associa- 
tions, voluntary health organizations, com- 
munity programs, and Federal agencies in- 
volved in health and cholesterol education. 

Medical advances such as new surgical 
techniques to repair heart defects, im- 
proved pharmacological therapies, emer- 
gency systems to prevent death, and knowl- 
edge to prevent heart disease from occur- 
ring have significantly reduced premature 
death and disability due to cardiovascular 
diseases and stroke. From 1976 to 1986, the 
age-adjusted death rate for cardiovascular 
diseases dropped 24 percent. But there is 
still more to be done. One American dies of 
some form of cardiovascular disease every 
32 seconds. 

Cardiologists and other health profession- 
als are seeking to reduce the risk of heart 
disease, stroke, and atherosclerosis. By en- 
couraging Americans of all ages to control 
high blood pressure, stop smoking, reduce 
their intake of cholesterol, saturated fats, 
and sodium in their diets, and exercise reg- 
ularly, many deaths can be prevented. 

The Federal Government supports a wide 
array of cardiovascular research projects 
and encourages all Americans to reduce the 
risks of heart disease by maintaining good 
health habits. 

The American Heart Association and its 
more than 2.4 million volunteers have con- 
tributed to this effort through their support 
of research and the shared commitment to 
educate Americans about the need to adopt 
a sound regimen of proper diet and exer- 
cise. 

Recognizing that Americans everywhere 
have a role to play in this continuing battle 
against a major killer, the Congress, by Joint 
Resolution approved December 30, 1963 
(77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 169b), has requested 
the President to issue annually a proclama- 
tion designating February as “American 
Heart Month.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of February 
1989 as “American Heart Month.” I invite 
the Governors of the States, the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, officials of other 
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and the American people to 
join me in reaffirming our commitment to 
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combating cardiovascular diseases and 
stroke. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of February, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 


hundred and thirteenth. 
George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:33 p.m., February 21, 1989) 


Appointment of G. Philip Hughes as 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Security Council 


February 21, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of G. Philip Hughes as Executive 
Secretary of the National Security Council. 

Prior to assuming his current duties, Mr. 
Hughes served as the first Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce for Export Enforcement, 
where he was primarily responsible for di- 
recting enforcement of the provisions of the 
Export Administration Act. Prior to joining 
the Commerce Department, Mr. Hughes 
served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Po- 
litical-Military Affairs at the Department of 
State from 1986, with responsibility for 
policy problems involving strategic trade 
and technology transfer. Mr. Hughes began 
his tenure in the Reagan administration, 
serving as Vice President George Bush’s 
Deputy Assistant for National Security Af- 
fairs from February 1981 to September 
1985, when he joined the National Security 
Council staff as Director for Latin American 
Affairs. Mr. Hughes served previously as As- 
sistant Director for Intelligence Policy in 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense from 
1979 to 1981, as research fellow in defense 
policy studies at the Brookings Institution 
from 1978 to 1979, and as assistant analyst 
in the national security and international 
affairs division of the Congressional Budget 
Office from 1975 tn 1977. 

Mr. Hughes rec. ved a B.A. in political 
science from the University of Dayton in 
Ohio; a M.A. in law and diplomacy from the 
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Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Tufts University; and a masters of public 
administration degree from the Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University. 
He is married to the former Victoria Knip- 
per, and they reside in Falls Church, VA. 


Appointment of William L. Roper as 
Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy and Director of the 
White House Office of Policy 
Development 


February 21, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of William L. Roper to be 
Deputy Assist. . to the President for Do- 
mestic Policy and Director of the White 
House Office of Policy Development. 

Since 1986 Dr. Roper has served as Ad- 
ministrator of the Health Care Financing 
Administration, Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). In this position, he 
has directed all Federal health care financ- 
ing programs under Medicare and Medic- 
aid. Prior to HHS, Dr. Roper served at the 
White House, where he was Special Assist- 
ant to the President for Health Policy from 
1983 to 1986. From 1977 to 1983, Dr. 
Roper was health officer of the Jefferson 
County Department of Health in Birming- 
ham, AL, serving also from 1981 as assistant 
State health officer. Between 1979 and 
1983, he served in several positions on the 
faculty of the University of Alabama at Bir- 
mingham in the school of public health, de- 
partment of pediatrics, and the graduate 
program in hospital and health administra- 
tion. On leave from his Alabama health po- 
sition, he was a White House fellow in the 
White House Office of Policy Development 
from 1982 to 1983, with responsibility for 
health policy. 

Dr. Roper was born July 6, 1948, in Bir- 
mingham, AL. He received an associate of 
arts degree from Florida College in 1968; a 
bachelor of science degree from the Univer- 
sity of Alabama in 1970, where he was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa; a doctor of med- 
icine degree from the University of Ala- 
bama School of Medicine in 1974, where he 
was president of his class all 4 years; and his 


M.P.H. from that institution’s school of 
public health in 1981. He is board certified 
in pediatrics and in preventive medicine 
and is licensed to practice medicine in Ala- 
bama. Dr. Roper resides in Arlington, VA, 
with his wife Maryann Roper, a pediatric 
oncologist. 


Appointment of Shirley Moore Green 
as Special Assistant to the President for 
Presidential Messages and 
Correspondence 


February 21, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Shirley Moore Green to be 
Special Assistant to the President for Presi- 
dential Messages and Correspondence. 

Since July 1987 Mrs. Green has been 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Com- 
munications at the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration. Prior to this she 
was Director of Public Affairs for NASA. 
From 1981 to 1985, Mrs. Green held the 
position of Deputy Press Secretary to Vice 
President George Bush. In that capacity, 
she was responsible for planning and co- 
ordinating media activities for the Vice 
President on domestic policy, including the 
Task Forces on Regulatory Relief and Drug 
Interdiction. She also accompanied Vice 
President Bush to 62 foreign countries. Mrs. 
Green served previously as a member of 
the George Bush for President campaign 
staff in 1979-80, as public affairs director 
for the Texas Federation of Republican 
Women from 1969 to 1973, on the staff of 
Congressman Bob Price it. 1967, and on the 
headquarters staff of the Texas Republican 
Party from 1965 to 1967. She was a local 
campaign chairman for numerous Republi- 
can candidates in Texas, including President 
Gerald Ford in 1976 and James A. Baker in 
1978. 

Mrs. Green received a bachelor of busi- 
ness administration degree from the Uni- 
versity of Texas in 1956. She is a member of 
the American Newswomen’s Association, 
Women in Communications, and Executive 
Women in Government. Mrs. Green was 
born December 21, 1933. She has two 
daughters and resides in Washington, DC. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Switzerland-United States Social 
Security Agreement 

February 21, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to Section 233(e\1) of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by the Social Se- 
curity Amendments of 1977 (P.L. 95-216, 
42 U.S.C. 433(e\1)), I transmit herewith the 
Supplementary Agreement Amending the 
Agreement between the United States of 
America and the Swiss Confederation on 
Social Security (“Supplementary Agree- 
ment”), which consists of two separate in- 
struments—a principal agreement and an 
administrative agreement. The Supplemen- 
tary Agreement was signed at Bern on June 
1, 1988. 

The U.S.-Switzerland agreement is similar 
in objective to the social security agree- 
ments in force in Belgium, Canada, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden, and the United 
Kingdom. Such bilateral agreements pro- 
vide for limited coordination between the 
United States and foreign social security sys- 
tems to overcome the problems of gaps in 
protection and of dual coverage and tax- 
ation for workers who move from one coun- 
try to the other. The present Supplementa- 
ry Agreement would amend the original 
agreement with Switzerland to update and 
simplify several of its provisions in view of 
changes in U.S. and Swiss law and to simpli- 
fy the method of computing U.S. benefit 
amounts. 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a comprehensive report prepared 
by the Department of Health and Human 
Services, which explains the provisions of 
the Supplementary Agreement and the 
effect on social security financing as re- 
quired by the same provision of the Social 
Security Act. I note that the Department of 
State and the Department of Health and 
Human Services have recommended the 
Supplementary Agreement and related doc- 
uments to me. 

I commend the U.S.-Switzerland Supple- 
mentary Social Security Agreement and re- 
lated documents. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
February 21, 1989. 
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Nomination of John D. Negroponte To 
Be United States Ambassador to Mexico 


February 21, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John D. Negroponte to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Mexico. He would succeed Charles J. Pil- 
liod, Jr. 

Ambassador Negroponte has most recent- 
ly served as Deputy Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs at the 
White House, 1987-1989. Prior to this he 
was Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans 
and Environmental and Scientific Affairs, 
1985-1987. From 1981 to 1985, he was 
United States Ambassador to Honduras; 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, 1980-1981; and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Oceans and Fisheries Affairs, 1977-1979. 
Ambassador Negroponte was consul general 
in Thessaloniki, Greece, 1975-1977, and 
counselor for political affairs in Quito, Ecua- 
dor, 1973-1975. From 1970 to 1973, he was 
a staff member for the National Security 
Council, and served as a member of the 
U.S. delegation to the Paris peace talks on 
Vietnam, 1968-1969. In 1960 he entered 
the Foreign Service, serving in Hong Kong 
and Vietnam. 

Ambassador Negroponte graduated from 
Yale University (B.A., 1960). He was born 
July 21, 1939, in London, England. He is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the Presideni’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the op of the 
Press Secretary and not incl elsewhere 
in this issue. 





February 20 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 





February 21 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the congressional leadership; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President transmitted the following 

reports to the Congress: 

—the annual report of ACTION for fiscal 
year 1988; 

—the annual report on mine safety and 
health activities for fiscal year 1987; 

—the annual reports of the Department 
of Transportation for fiscal years 1985, 
1986, and 1987; 

—the annual report of the National En- 
dowment for Democracy for fiscal year 
1988. 


February 22 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush left the White House for their trip to 
the Far East. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 21 


Richard J. Kerr, 

of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, vice Robert M. Gates, re- 
signed. 


Administration of George Bush, 1989 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Editor’s Note 





The President and Mrs. Bush left the White 
House on Wednesday, February 22, to 
attend the funeral ceremony of Emperor 
Hirohito in Tokyo, Japan. They will also 
visit China and South Korea. Releases and 
announcements issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary following the President’s de- 
parture will be printed next week. 
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